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Sarah Pink, 
Elisenda Ardèvol, 
Dèbora Lanzeni (Eds)
DIGITAL 
MATERIALITIES. 
DESIGN AND 
ANTHROPOLOGY
2016, Bloomsbury

As the distinction 
between the digital 
and the material world 

becomes increasingly blurred, the ways 
in which we think about design are also 
shifting and evolving. How can the human, 
digital and material be brought together to 
intervene in the world? What constitutes 
our digital-material environments? How 
can we engage with digital technologies to 
make sustainable, healthy and meaningful 
decisions, both now and in the future? 
Digital Materialities presents twelve 
chapters by scholars and practitioners 
working at the intersection between design 
and digital research in the UK, Spain, 
Australia and the USA. By incorporating 
in-depth understandings of the digital-
material world from both the social 
sciences and design, the book considers 
how this combined knowledge might 
advance our capacity to design for the 
future. Divided into three parts, the focus of 
the book moves from the theoretical to the 
practical: how different digital materialities 
are imagined and emerge, through 
software emulation, urban sensors and 
smart homes; how new digital designs are 
sparked through collaborations between 
social scientists and designers; and finally, 
how digital design emerges from the 
insider work of everyday designers.

Christopher Morton, 
Darren Newbury.
THE AFRICAN 
PHOTOGRAPHIC 
ARCHIVE. RESEARCH 
AND CURATORIAL 
STRATEGIES
2016, Bloomsbury

African photography 
has emerged as a 
significant focus of 

research and scholarship over the last 
twenty years, the result of a growing 
interest in postcolonial societies and 
cultures and a turn towards visual 
evidence across the humanities and social 
sciences. At the same time, many rich and 
fascinating photographic collections have 
come to light. 
This volume explores the complex 
theoretical and practical issues involved in 
the study of African photographic archives, 
based on case studies drawn from across 
the continent dating from the 19th century 
to the present day. Chapters consider what 
constitutes an archive, from the familiar 
mission and state archives to more local, 
vernacular and personal accumulations 
of photographs; the importance of 
a critical and reflexive engagement 
with photographic collections; and the 
question of where and what is ‘Africa’, as 
constructed in the photographic archive.
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Roger Sansi
ART, ANTHROPOLOGY 
AND THE GIFT
2014, Bloomsbury

In recent decades, 
the dialogue between 
art and anthropology 
has been both intense 
and controversial. Art, 
Anthropology and 

the Gift provides a much-needed and 
comprehensive overview of this dialogue, 
whilst also exploring the reciprocal nature 
of the two subjects through practice, 
theory and politics. 
Fully engaging with anthropology and 
art theory, this book innovatively argues 
that art and anthropology don’t just 
share methodologies, but also deeper 
intellectual, theoretical and even political 
concerns, inviting scholars and students 
alike to look at this contentious relationship 
in a more critical light. One of the central 
arguments of the book is that the problem 
of the ‘gift’ has been central to both 
anthropological and artistic practice. This 
very idea connects the different chapters 
on topics including aesthetics, politics, 
participation and fieldwork.

Monica Janowski
TUKED RINI, COSMIC 
TRAVELLER. LIFE AND 
LEGEND IN THE HEART 
OF BORNEO
2014, Nias Press
www.niaspress.dk

This innovative and 
visually engaging study 
presents a legend from 

Borneo in which the Kelabit hero Tuked Rini 
ventures out into the cosmos to do battle 
in remote spirit-laden places, returning 
to his wife with the heads of his enemies. 
Accompanied by audio material and 
additional resources that will be developed 
on a companion website, the work uses 
the legend to explore Kelabit ideas about 
life and cosmology – ideas of power or 
life force, the world of women centred on 
rice-growing and the relationship of men 
with the wild.  Especially innovative is the 
way it brings together an orally told legend 
and a highly visually-oriented exploration 
of the way of life of the people who tell it. 
The book will be of interest to academics 
studying the culture, language and stories 
of Borneo but will also – with its striking 
illustrations – appeal to a wider audience.



Fiona Candlin
MICROMUSEOLOGY. 
AN ANALYSIS OF 
SMALL INDEPENDENT 
MUSEUMS
2015, Bloomsbury

How would our 
understanding of 
museums change if 
we used the Vintage 

Wireless Museum or the Museum of 
Witchcraft as examples – rather than the 
British Museum or the Louvre? Although 
there are thousands of small, independent, 
single-subject museums in the UK, Europe 
and North America, the field of museum 
studies remains focused almost exclusively 
on major institutions.
In this ground-breaking new book, Fiona 
Candlin reveals how micromuseums 
challenge preconceived ideas about what 
museums are and how they operate. Based 
on extensive fieldwork and analysis of 
more than fifty micromuseums, she shows 
how they offer dramatically different 
models of curation, interpretation and 
visitor experience, and how their analysis 
generates new perspectives on subjects 
such as display, objects, collections, 
architecture, and the public sphere. 
The first-ever book dedicated to the 
subject, Micromuseology provides a 
platform for radically rethinking key 
debates within museum studies. Destined 
to transform the field, it is essential reading 
for students and researchers in museum 
studies, anthropology, material culture 
studies, and visual culture.
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Graeme Sullivan
ART PRACTICE AS 
RESEARCH. INQUIRY 
IN VISUAL ARTS
2010, Sage Publications

Art Practice as 
Research, Second 
Edition continues to 
present a compelling 
argument that the 

creative and cultural inquiry undertaken 
by artists is a form of research. The text 
explores themes, practices, and contexts of 
artistic inquiry and positions them within 
the discourse of research. Sullivan argues 
that legitimate research goals can be 
achieved by choosing different methods 
than those offered by the social sciences. 
The common denominator in both 
approaches is the attention given to rigor 
and systematic inquiry. Artists emphasize 
the role of the imaginative intellect in 
creating, criticizing, and constructing 
knowledge that is not only new but also 
has the capacity to transform human 
understanding.
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Susanne Kerner, 
Cynthia Chou, 
Morten Warmind (Eds)
COMMENSALITY: 
FROM EVERYDAY 
FOOD TO FEAST
2015, Bloomsbury

Throughout time 
and in every culture, 
human beings have 

eaten together. Commensality – eating 
and drinking at the same table – is a 
fundamental social activity, which creates 
and cements relationships. It also sets 
boundaries, including or excluding people 
according to a set of criteria defined by the 
society. Particular scholarly attention has 
been paid to banquets and feasts, often 
hosted for religious, ritualistic or political 
purposes, but few studies have considered 
everyday commensality.
Commensality: From Everyday Food to 
Feast offers an insight into this social 
practice in all its forms, from the most 
basic and mundane meals to the grandest 
occasions. Bringing together insights 
from anthropologists, archaeologists 
and historians, this volume offers a vast 
historical scope, ranging from the Late 
Neolithic period (6th millennium BC), 
through the Middle Ages, to the present 
day. The sixteen chapters include case 
studies from across the world, including 
the USA, Bolivia, China, Southeast Asia, 
Iran, Turkey, Portugal, Denmark and the 
UK. Connecting these diverse analyses is 
an understanding of commensality’s role 
as a social and political tool, integral to 
the formation of personal and national 
identities.
From first experiences of commensality 
in the sharing of food between a mother 
and child, to the inaugural dinner of the 
American president, this collection of 
essays celebrates the variety of human life 
and society.
increasing focus on the individual 
and giving a voice to service users, 
that are resulting in an increase of 
interest in narrative research. Creating 
Autoethnographies is a timely contribution 
to the field.
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Nuno Domingos, 
José Manuel Sobral, 
Harry G. West (Eds)
FOOD BETWEEN THE 
COUNTRY AND THE 
CITY. ETHNOGRAPHIES 
OF A CHANGING 
GLOBAL FOODSCAPE
2014, Bloomsbury

At a time when the 
relationship between ‘the country’ and ‘the 
city’ is in flux worldwide, the value and 
meanings of food associated with both 
places continue to be debated. Building 
upon the foundation of Raymond Williams’ 
classic work, The Country and the City, this 
volume examines how conceptions of the 
country and the city invoked in relation 
to food not only reflect their changing 
relationship but have also been used to 
alter the very dynamics through which 
countryside and cities, and the food grown 
and eaten within them, are produced and 
sustained.
Leading scholars in the study of food 
offer ethnographic studies of peasant 
homesteads, family farms, community 
gardens, state food industries, transnational 
supermarkets, planning offices, tourist 
boards, and government ministries in 
locales across the globe. This fascinating 
collection provides vital new insight into 
the contested dynamics of food and will 
be key reading for upper-level students 
and scholars of food studies, anthropology, 
history and geography. 
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Nuno Domingos, 
José Manuel Sobral, 
Kaori O’Connor
THE NEVER-
ENDING FEAST. THE 
ANTHROPOLOGY AND 
ARCHAEOLOGY OF 
FEASTING
2015, Bloomsbury

Feast! Throughout 
human history, and in all parts of the world, 
feasts have been at the heart of life. The 
great museums of the world are full of the 
remains of countless ghostly feasts – dishes 
that once bore rich meats, pitchers used 
to pour choice wines, tall jars that held 
beer sipped through long straws of gold 
and lapis, immense cauldrons from which 
hundreds of people could be served. Why 
were feasts so important, and is there 
more to feasting than abundance and 
enjoyment?
The Never-Ending Feast is a pioneering 
work that draws on anthropology, 
archaeology and history to look at the 
dynamics of feasting among the great 
societies of antiquity renowned for their 
magnificence and might. Reflecting new 
directions in academic study, the focus 
shifts beyond the medieval and early 
modern periods in Western Europe, 
eastwards to Mesopotamia, Assyria and 
Achaemenid Persia, early Greece, the 
Mongol Empire, Shang China and Heian 
Japan. The past speaks through texts and 
artefacts. We see how feasts were the 
primary arena for displays of hierarchy, 
status and power; a stage upon which 
loyalties and alliances were negotiated; 
the occasion for the mobilization and 
distribution of resources, a means of 
pleasing the gods, and the place where 
identities were created, consolidated – and 
destroyed.
The Never-Ending Feast transforms our 
understanding of feasting past and present, 
revitalising the fields of anthropology, 
archaeology, history, museum studies, 
material culture and food studies, for all of 
which it is essential reading.

Isabelle de Solier
FOOD AND THE SELF. 
CONSUMPTION, 
PRODUCTION AND 
MATERIAL CULTURE
2013, Bloomsbury

We often hear that 
selves are no longer 
formed through 
producing material 

things at work, but by consuming them 
in leisure, leading to ‘meaningless’ 
modern lives. This important book reveals 
the cultural shift to be more complex, 
demonstrating how people in postindustrial 
societies strive to form meaningful and 
moral selves through both the consumption 
and production of material culture in 
leisure. 
Focusing on the material culture of food, 
the book explores these theoretical 
questions through an ethnography of those 
individuals for whom food is central to their 
self: ‘foodies’. It examines what foodies 
do, and why they do it, through an in-
depth study of their lived experiences. The 
book uncovers how food offers a means 
of shaping the self not as a consumer but 
as an amateur who engages in both the 
production and consumption of material 
culture and adopts a professional approach 
which reveals the new moralities of 
productive leisure in self-formation. The 
chapters examine a variety of practices, 
from fine dining and shopping to cooking 
and blogging, and include rare data on how 
people use media such as cookbooks, food 
television, and digital food media in their 
everyday life.




